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St. John of Jerusalem, took its name from an hospital built at
Jerusalem, for the use of pilgrims visiting the Holy Sepulchre;
some merchants of the city of Melphi, in the kingdom of Naples,
who traded into the east, having obtained the permission of the
califf of Egypt for its erection. It was dedicated to St. John. The
community afterwards increasing, by the foundation of two new
churches, they took upon themselves the protection of pilgrims. -
The order was instituted about the year 1092; and was
particularly favoured by Godfrey of Bonllogne, on account of
their assistance in taking* the Holy City; and also by his
successor Baldwin. * None of the sovereigns of Europe took a
part in the first Crusade, but many of their chief vassals, great
part of the inferior nobility, and a countless multitude of the
common...
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